Social Studies and World Citizenship

the findings and recommendations of the British Association
committee will eventually lead to much help forthcoming,
chiefly through the universities, to the teacher of the future.
Another British Association committee appointed to consider
post-war university education has also borne in mind the
necessity for giving students a greater breadth of vision.
The narrow specialist graduate who has too frequently held
sway in our schools is not the best type to teach citizenship
or to recognize the sociological value of his teaching, what-
ever the subject may be.

The social studies may draw on economics, history, geo-
graphy, science, in fact most of the so-called * subjects * of
the curriculum, and are, in the main, a study of contem-
porary affairs both national and international. The courses
of study are not prescribed by any central authority in any
country, and vary in the different types of schools existing
in the democratic countries. However, in the main, the
tendency is to develop an awareness of the existence of social
problems and the ability to understand them, and leave the
pupils to arrive at their own conclusions ; in other words,
to think for themselves by trying to puzzle out their own
solutions.

It is fairly certain and generally agreed that the social
studies cannot be begun in a serious form before the pupils
reach the age of twelve or thirteen years, or in the second
or third year of a senior school course. Even then some
ask whether children of twelve years are able to grasp the
implications of many of the modern problems of citizenship.
A great deal, of course, depends on the capacity of the pupil
and tbe interest and powers of presentation of the teacher*
Nevertheless, most pupils at this age can absorb a certain
amount of the teaching intellectually, and although we have
no guarantee that their knowledge will affect their conduct
and attitudes whem they are actually called upon to deal with
problems as enfranchized citizens or their approach to social
afeirs at aa early age, it is very likely that they will under-
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